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General Instructions  

1. This question paper is divided into five sections:  

 Section A Reading Comprehension    20Marks  

 Section B Writing & Grammar    30 Marks  

 Section C Literature                                       30 Marks 

2. Do not split the sections. 

3. All the sections are compulsory. 

4. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SECTION-A (READING)  (Total  20 Marks) 

I. A. Read the following passage carefully.                                                             (8 Marks) 
 

1. Much before medical science discovered it, the magazine ‘Readers Digest’ came out with the prescription – 

Laughter is the best Medicine. Newspapers and Magazines which regularly run humour columns are, 

therefore, doing their bit to keep the readers in good health. Reading light articles, whether they are satirical, 

comical or just humorous, relieves the tedium of work – a day world. Some pieces may even tickle one’s 

grey matter. 

2. It is said that if you laugh for ten minutes you will be in a better position to put up with pain for twohours. 

According to US researchers, laughter tones up the system and is a good antidote to stress. Facial laugh 

muscles instruct the brain to ‘feel good’ regardless of how you feel. 

3. According to a French doctor, laughter deepens breathing, improves blood circulation, speeds up the process 

of tissue healing and stabilizes many body functions. In short, it acts as a powerful drug with no side effects. 

Researchers state that laughter stimulates production of beta-endorphins, natural pain killers in the body and 

improves digestion. Those who laugh are less prone to digestive disorders and ulcers.  

4. Some people in France have made it a career. You can hire a ‘jovialist’ who cracks jokes and laughs and 

promises to make you dissolve your worries in helpless laughter. 

5. A word of caution, although laughing is a good exercise for toning up the facial muscles, laughing at other’s 

expense, particularly at their disabilities, is in bad taste and is to be avoided. Secondly, laughing with food in 

the mouth is dangerous as the food can get into the wind pipe and may choke the digestive system. 

6. Eating, anyway, is a serious business not to be trifled with any jocular diversion. Laughter comes best 

when it is free of encumbrances, whether it is constricting food or the need to humour the boss.  

a. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using headings and sub-

headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary.              (5 Marks) 

b. Write a summary of the above passage in 80 – 100 words with a suitable title. (3 M) 

 



II. A. Read the following passage carefully.                                                          (12 Marks) 

 
1.You never saw such a commotion in all your life as when my uncle Podger undertook to do a job. A picture 

would be waiting to be put up and Uncle Podger would say: “Oh, you leave that to me. Don’t you worry 

yourselves about that? I’ll do all that. Now you go and get me my hammer. You bring me the rule Tom, and I 

shall want the step-ladder and I had better have a kitchen chair too Jim, you run round to Mr. Goggles and tell 

him Pa’s kind regards, and his leg’s better and will he lend him his spirit-level? And don’t you go, Martha, 

because I shall want somebody to hold me the light, and when the girl comes back, she must go out again for a 

bit of picture - cord and Tom you come here I shall want you to hand me up the picture.” 

2.  And then he would lift up the picture and drop it and it would come out of the frame, and he would try to 

save the glass and cut himself and then he would spring round the room, looking for his handkerchief. He 

could not find his handkerchief, because it was in the pocket of the coat he had taken off, and he did not know 

where he had put the coat. The entire house had to leave off looking for his tools and start looking for his coat, 

while he would dance round and hinder them. ‘Doesn’t anybody in the whole house know where my coat is? 

Six of you! You can’t find a coat! “Then he’d get up and find that he had been sitting on it, and would call 

out.” Oh, you can give it up! I’ve found it myself now.” 

3. When half an hour had been spent in tying up his finger, and a new glass had been got, and the tools, and the 

ladder, and the chair, and the candle had been brought, he would have another go, the whole family, including 

the girl and the chairwoman, standing round in a semi-circle, ready to help. 

4. Two people would have to hold him there, and a fourth would hand him a nail, and a fifth would pass him 

up the hammer, and he would take hold of the nail, and drop it.” There!” he would say, in an injured tone, 

“now the nail’s gone.” 

5. We would all have to go down on our knees and grovel for it, while he would stand on the chair, and grunt, 

and want to know if he was to be kept there all the evening. The nail would be found at last, but by that time he 

would have lost the hammer. “Where’s the hammer? Seven of you gaping round there and you don’t know 

what I did with the hammer?” 

6. We would find the hammer and then he would have lost sight of the mark he had made on the wall. Each of 

us had to get up on the chair beside him, and see if we could find it, and we would each discover it in a 

different place and he would call us all fools. And he would take the rule, and re-measure and find that he 

wanted half thirty-one and three-eighths inches from the corner, and would try to do it in his head and go mad. 

And we would all try to do it in our heads and all arrive at different results, and the original number would be 

forgotten, and Uncle Podger would have to measure it again.  

7. He would use a bit of string this time and at the critical moment, when he was leaning over the chair at an 

angle of forty five and trying to reach a point on the wall, the string would slip, and down he would slide on 

the piano, a really fine musical effect being produced by the suddenness with which his head and body struck 

all the notes at the same time. 

8. At last, Uncle Podger would get the spot fixed again and put the point of the nail on it with his left hand and 

take the hammer in his right hand. And, with the first blow he would smash his thumb and drop the hammer 

with a yell, on somebody’s toes. 

9. Aunt Maria would observe that the next time Uncle Podger was going to hammer a nail into the wall; she 

would go and spend a week with her mother while it was being done. “You women you make such a fuss over 

everything,” Uncle Podger would reply. “I like doing a little job of this sort.”  

(Adapted from the Three Men in a Boat (To say nothing of the Dog) by Jerome K. Jerome.) 



1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions. (9 Marks) 

a. What happened every time Uncle Podger undertook to do a job?  

b. How did Uncle Podger prepare for the arduous task that he was going to undertake? 

c. What was the first calamity that befell Uncle Podger? 

d. Why was looking for the handkerchief a tedious task? 

e. Uncle Podger’s family was not good at mental mathematics. Give evidence. 

f. “He would use a bit of string this time and at the critical moment.” What was the critical moment?” 

g. What was Aunt Maria’s reaction to Uncle Podger’s hanging the picture? 

h. Give two words to describe Uncle Podger. 

 

2. Pick out the words / phrases from the passage which mean the same as: ( 3 Marks) 

a. obstruct, delay 

b. a woman hired for house work 

c. strike heavily with crushing blow 

SECTION - B   (WRITING& GRAMMAR)     (TOTAL  30 MARKS) 

 

3. You are Karan/Kanika, Secretary Cultural club of your school. Yourschool is organizing a 

Dramatics workshop during the Winter Break for senior students of the school. Draft a notice for the 

school notice board informing the school notice board informing the students giving all relevant 

details.         (5 Marks) 

     

4. You are Sanju/Sanjana, a member of Health club of your school. You are disturbed at the 

increasing instances of students facing stress due to examinations. Write an article on "How to beat 

examination related stress". (150-200 words)      (08 Marks) 

      

5. You are Rohan/ Rohini of 48, New Bank Enclave Delhi. Write a letter to the editor complaining 

about the badly maintained parks of your colony. (120- 150 words)    (07 Marks)   

         

6. The following passage has not been edited. Write the error and the correction in your answer 

sheets.          (4 MARKS) 

The process of borrowing a book from the school library is very simple.  

Each student is issuing a      a. _____________  

library card. The library maintains a record of all   b. _____________  

books in catalogues. The student which wants to borrow  c.______________  

a book have to fill up a requisition slip bearing   d. _____________  

the name of the book and it’s author. If it is available  e. _____________  

it is at once issuing for the student against his borrower’s  f. _____________  

card. Incase it have been issued to another card holder, the  g. _____________  

student is asking to contact on a particular date   h. _____________  

when the book is due. 

 



7. The following passage has a missing word in each line. Locate it and write your answer along 

with the words which come before and after the word.  

      The Delhi government is all to roll out (a)...................... its action plan rid the city (b) 

....................of its slums 2015. Keeping in (c) ....................sync with plan 1300 families 

(d)..................... across 14 slums have been eligible (e)..................... for allotment flatsin the first 

(f).................... Phase the Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB) (g) .................. The 

boards plans to the relocation (h) ................... process later this month.            (1/2x8 = 4 Marks) 

8.  Rearrange the following jumbled words to make meaningful sentences.   (1x2= 2 Marks)  

(a) indoor/and/ there/ are/outdoor/kinds of/ various/ games  

(b) from/the/ removes/fasting/body/toxins 

             SECTION C – LITERATURE                                         (TOTAL MARKS 30) 

9.  Read the extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow.          (1x4 = 4 Marks) 

(a) Some twenty - thirty years later 

    She'd laugh at the snapshot  

" See Betty and Dolly." She’d Say and look how they dressed usfor the beach. 

" The Sea holiday was her past, mine is her laughter both wry 

with the laboured ease of loss.  

(1) What was mother's reaction on seeing the photograph?  

(2) How long back did the beach holiday take place?  

(3) What is the poet's past?  

(4) Explain laboured ease of loss. 

                   Or 

(b) When did my childhood go? Was it the day I ceased to be eleven 

 was it the time I realised that Hell and Heaven Could not be found in Geography  

 And therefore could not be.  

a)Name the poem and the poet.  

b) In what context is 'eleven' mentioned in the above lines?  

c)What time is being talked about? 

d)Why don't hell and Heaven exist according to the poet?  

10. Answer any five out of the following questions in about 40 words.  (4x2 =8 Marks) 

(a) Explain the figure of speech used in the poem "The Voice of the Rain"  

(b) What happened on December 25?  

(c) Was Grandmother a literate woman?  

(d) How did John Byro react on seeing the white horse?  

11. Answer the following questions.                                                                    

(a) Describe the friendship between Khushwant Singh and his grandmother.  (6 marks)              

(b) What is the difference between European Art and Asian Art?                    (6 marks)  

(c) Why did the narrator of the story want to forget the address?                    (6 Marks) 


